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Thank you, Madam Chair,

Regretfully Ukraine again has to reiterate its concern regarding the ban on imports of Ukrainian products to the Russian Federation.

Since 2013 Ukraine had to draw the WTO members’ attention to bans of Ukrainian products from the Russian Federation for the reason that the Russian Federal Service for Surveillance on Consumer Rights Protection and Human Wellbeing (Rospotrebnadzor) banned imports of confectionary, dairy products, beer, juice, salt and wallpaper of Ukrainian origin into the territory of the Russian Federation. The Rospotrebnadzor has justified their actions by the presence of legislation requirements violations in the field of sanitary and epidemiological welfare of population.

The Russian Federation measures are applied without any justification in non-transparent manner and are discriminatory with regard to Ukrainian products. In this manner, Russia doesn’t fulfill the Articles 2.1 and 5.1.1 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade related to granting access to suppliers from other countries under conditions no less favorable than those accorded to national suppliers, including conformity assessment procedures and the Article 5.1.2 related to creation of unnecessary obstacles to international trade.
In order to resolve the situation, Ukrainian manufacturers, Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, State veterinary and phytosanitary service and Sanitary service of Ukraine have repeatedly appealed to Russian competent bodies, namely, Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Transport, Ministry of Industrial Policy, Federal Agency on Technical Regulating and Metrology (Rosstandart) and Rospotrebnadzor with a request to provide justifications regarding established restrictions by the Russian Federation. Neither Ukrainian enterprises, nor the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine or other Ukrainian competent authorities have received any replies from the Russian side.
With regard to implemented bans, Ukrainian producers have provided the Russian authority (Rospotrebnadzor) with all necessary documents and results of the tests carried out in Russian and Ukrainian laboratories accredited by the Russian Federation accreditation body in both languages: as Ukrainian, as Russian. Moreover, according to the information provided by the Ukrainian producers to the competent Ukrainian authorities, letters with testing results of Ukrainian origin products were received and registered in the Rospotrebnadzor. In return, Russia still failed to provide the Ukrainian competent authorities and producers with required testing results and justification.
Apart from that, the Russian side does not respond to inquiries and requests from Ukrainian side and systematically violates the transparency principle and does not fulfil the Article 10 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade concerning providing the information on conformity assessment procedures, which are carried out on its territory.
It is important to note that the above-mentioned products of Ukrainian origin are successfully exported to other countries with well-developed economy and national quality infrastructure, e.g. to EU countries, the US and Canada, which recognize conformity certificates of Ukrainian producers. 

Wallpaper of Ukrainian origin is supplied to Germany, France, Poland, Baltic countries, Romania, Bulgaria, beer of Ukrainian origin – to Germany, Italy, Czech Republic, Baltic countries, Canada and the US. 

Taking all the above into account, Ukraine considers that the ban on imports of Ukrainian products to the Russian Federation is unjustified.

Moreover, beginning from 2016 banned Ukrainian products for imports to Russia became the object of prohibition of transit through the territory of the Russian Federation.
In addition, besides 15 statements at the TBT Committee meeting for the period 2013-2016 concerning imports bans of Ukrainian products, in 2016 Ukraine also expressed concerns on transit restrictions at the meetings of the WTO General Council and Committee on Agriculture. The Russian side showed no reaction concerning raised issues.
Ukraine asks the Russian Federation to provide official detailed clarification and justification for keeping the measure and its compliance with the provisions of the TBT Agreement. 

Ukraine calls upon the Russian Federation to respect its international obligations and to bring its governmental measure in line with the TBT Agreement and commitments undertaken by the Russian Federation within its WTO accession.
Thank you, Madam Chair.
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