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Thank you, Madam Chair.
Ukraine joins the concerns regarding the Draft Technical Regulations of the Customs Union on Safety of Alcoholic Beverages expressed by the EU and states the following.
Item 4 of Article 7 of the Draft Technical Regulations stipulates that upon conformity (verification) assessment of products the applicant may be only a legal entity or an individual as a sole proprietor, or as a producer or seller, or as the agent of a foreign producer on the basis of a contract with said producer, which is registered pursuant to the legislation of a Customs Union member state on its territory.
According to Article 5 of the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade conformity assessment procedures are prepared, adopted and applied so as to grant access for suppliers of like products originating in the territories of other Members under conditions no less favourable than those accorded to suppliers of like products of national origin.
Thus, requirements to the applicants of the above-mentioned Draft Technical Regulations related to their mandatory registration on the territory of Member States of the Customs Union put national producers and producers from other Member States of the WTO in unequal conditions and violate Article 5 of the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.
Furthermore, according to Article 5 of the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade any fees imposed for assessing the conformity of products originating in the territories of other Members are equitable in relation to any fees chargeable for assessing the conformity of like products of national origin.
Thus, the costs on conformity assessment procedures for producers from other countries may include additional costs associated with registration of legal entities on the territory of the Customs Union or contracting with existing legal entities registered in the territory of the Customs Union, and hence can be larger than the costs of producers from Member States of the Customs Union.
Thank you, Madam Chair.
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