Article 7: Release and Clearance of Goods
Article 7.8. Expedited Shipments 
[bookmark: n192]8.1 Each Member shall adopt or maintain procedures allowing for the expedited release of at least those goods entered through air cargo facilities to persons who apply for such treatment, while maintaining customs control. If a Member employs criteria limiting who may apply, the Member may, in published criteria, require that the applicant shall, as conditions for qualifying for the application of the treatment described in paragraph 8.2 to its expedited shipments:
[bookmark: n193][bookmark: n194] (a) provide adequate infrastructure and payment of customs expenses related to processing of expedited shipments in cases where the applicant fulfils the Member's requirements for such processing to be performed at a dedicated facility;
[bookmark: n195](b) submit in advance of the arrival of an expedited shipment the information necessary for the release;
[bookmark: n196](c) be assessed fees limited in amount to the approximate cost of services rendered in providing the treatment described in paragraph 8.2;
[bookmark: n197](d) maintain a high degree of control over expedited shipments through the use of internal security, logistics, and tracking technology from pick-up to delivery;
[bookmark: n198](e) provide expedited shipment from pick-up to delivery;
[bookmark: n199](f) assume liability for payment of all customs duties, taxes, fees, and charges to the customs authority for the goods;
[bookmark: n200](g) have a good record of compliance with customs and other related laws and regulations;
[bookmark: n201](h) comply with other conditions directly related to the effective enforcement of the Member's laws, regulations, and procedural requirements, that specifically relate to providing the treatment described in paragraph 8.2.
[bookmark: n202]8.2 Subject to paragraphs 8.1 and 8.3, Members shall: 
[bookmark: n203](a) minimize the documentation required for the release of expedited shipments in accordance with paragraph 1 of Article 10 and, to the extent possible, provide for release based on a single submission of information on certain shipments;
[bookmark: n204](b) provide for expedited shipments to be released under normal circumstances as rapidly as possible after arrival, provided the information required for release has been submitted;
[bookmark: n205](c) endeavour to apply the treatment in subparagraphs (a) and (b) to shipments of any weight or value recognizing that a Member is permitted to require additional entry procedures, including declarations and supporting documentation and payment of duties and taxes, and to limit such treatment based on the type of good, provided the treatment is not limited to low value goods such as documents; and 
[bookmark: n206](d) provide, to the extent possible, for a de minimis shipment value or dutiable amount for which customs duties and taxes will not be collected, aside from certain prescribed goods. Internal taxes, such as value added taxes and excise taxes, applied to imports consistently with Article ІІІ of the GATT 1994 are not subject to this provision.
[bookmark: n207]8.3 Nothing in paragraphs 8.1 and 8.2 shall affect the right of a Member to examine, detain, seize, confiscate or refuse entry of goods, or to carry out post-clearance audits, including in connection with the use of risk management systems. Further, nothing in paragraphs 8.1 and 8.2 shall prevent a Member from requiring, as a condition for release, the submission of additional information and the fulfilment of non-automatic licensing requirements.

The provisions of Article 7.8 of the TFA are most consistent with the notion of “international postal shipments”, in particular, expedited shipments (parcels), which are urgent shipments provided for in Article RL 140 of the Letter Post Regulations (Doha, 2012) and Article RC 131 of Parcel Post Regulations (Doha, 2012).
“International postal shipments” means letters, postcards, parcels, M bags, small packages, insured mail items, packages, consolidated postal shipments marked “Consignation”, and EMS international express mail packed and registered in accordance with the requirements of the Universal Postal Union and the Postal Service Rules, that are accepted to be sent outside the territory of Ukraine, delivered to Ukraine, or transited by postal operators across the territory of Ukraine (paragraph 31 of Article 4 of the Customs Code of Ukraine https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4495-17).
The procedure for movement of goods in the international postal shipments applied to Ukraine is governed by the following basic documents:
Universal Postal Convention (Doha, 2012) https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/055_001-12;
Letter Post Regulations and Parcel Post Regulations (Doha, 2012) https://ukrposhta.ua/dovidka/normativna-baza/vsesvitnya-poshtova-konvenciya/;
Law of Ukraine No. 2759-III of 04.10.2001 On Postal Service (as amended) https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2759-14;
Customs Code of Ukraine No. 4495-VI of 13.03.2012 (as amended) – Chapter 36 “Movement (forwarding) of goods across the customs border of Ukraine in the international postal and express shipments” (Articles 233 to 237) http://sfs.gov.ua/mk/rozdil-6/glava-36/;
Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 450 of 21.05.2012 “Matters related to application of customs declarations” (as amended) – on declaration of goods in the international postal shipments https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/450-2012-%D0%BF;
Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 270 of 05.03.2009 “On approval of the Postal Service Rules” (as amended) https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/270-2009-%D0%BF/paran11;
Order of the State Service of Special Communications and Information Protection of Ukraine, the State Customs Service of Ukraine No. 165/626 of 07.11.2000 “On approval of the Procedure for processing and forwarding international mail in places of international postal exchange of Ukraine”, as registered with the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine on 05.02.2001 under No. 112/5303 http://sfs.gov.ua/zakonodavstvo/mitne-zakonodavstvo/nakazi/62580.html;
Order of the State Customs Service of Ukraine, the State Service of Special Communications and Information Protection of Ukraine No. 680/108 of 27.10.1999 “On approval of the Regulation on customs control and clearance of international postal shipments”, as registered with the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine on 17.11.1999 under No. 791/4084 (as amended) https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0791-99.
European legislation does not contain concepts that are consistent with the notion of “international express shipment”, “express carrier” used in Ukrainian legislation.
At the same time, the principles of the express carrier’s operation formed by the legislation of Ukraine on state customs activities allow to include international express shipments in “expedited shipments”.
“International express shipments” means duly packed international shipments with enclosed documents or goods that are accepted, processed, carried by any means of transport under cover of an international transport document for the purpose of expedited delivery to an addressee within the established time limit (paragraph 32 of Article 4 of the Customs Code of Ukraine https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4495-17). 
The procedure for movement of goods in the international express shipments is governed by the following basic documents:
Customs Code of Ukraine – Chapter 36 “Movement (forwarding) of goods across the customs border of Ukraine in the international postal and express shipments” (Articles 233 to 237), etc;
Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 450 of 21.05.2012 “Matters related to application of customs declarations” (as amended) – on declaration of goods http://sfs.gov.ua/baneryi/mitne-oformlennya/subektam-zed/elektronna-mitnitsya/62451.html;
Order of the State Customs Service of Ukraine No. 728 of 03.09.2007 “On approval of the Instruction on customs control and clearance of international express shipments which are moved (forwarded) across the customs border of Ukraine”, as registered with the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine on 21.09.2007 under No. 1081/14348 (as amended) http://sfs.gov.ua/zakonodavstvo/mitne-zakonodavstvo/nakazi/62576.html.


