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Madam Chair,

Ukraine shares the concern of Madagascar and Senegal regarding India’s fumigation requirements on application of methyl bromide on certain plant products.

Ukraine thanks India for the efforts to reflect on alternative measures to a required use of Methyl Bromide, including the temporary extensions. However, we look forward to a permanent solution.

According to Article 4 of the SPS Agreement exporting contracting parties may employ pest risk management measures that are alternative to those initially required by importing contracting parties, as long as equivalency in the outcome can be demonstrated.

Thus, Ukraine has submitted to the National Plant Protection Organization of India the scientific information on the efficiency of application of other alternative fumigant as phosphine in December 2016. As well, Ukraine has transmitted the scientific information at bilateral meeting during the SPS Committee meeting in July 2017. There is no reached progress since. 

Importing countries should recognize alternative phytosanitary measures proposed by exporting countries as equivalent when those measures are demonstrated to achieve the appropriate level of protection determined by the importing countries.

According to the information received from stakeholders, some countries have been granted exemptions to the general fumigation requirements, and have been allowed to use phosphine fumigant instead of methyl bromide. In this regard, Ukraine would appreciate if India could provide detailed information on the matter, as the alleged practice seems to be contrary to the WTO rules, including the MFN principle.

Ukraine urges India to recognize alternative phytosanitary measure and ready to conduct bilateral meeting to find a mutually acceptable solution in line with WTO rules.

Thank you, Madam Chair.


